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Causes of WWI

A. The MAIN causes of WWI were:

1. Militarism

2. Alliances 

3. Imperialism 

4. Nationalism



I. Militarism



1. Militarism is the building up of armaments 

for war.

2. Became the government’s foreign policy

a. Economy

b. Military



3. Was seen as a “balance of power”

4. Germany felt that it was her time to establish 

“Germany’s place in the sun”

5. In 1906, Germany began building the 

“dreadnought” battleships



German “Dreadnought 

Battleship”



6. They also began adding to their standing  

army a group called the reservists



German Reservists



Britons Enlisting



French Enlisting



II. Alliance System

1. Between 1870 and 1914 two great military 

alliances emerged in Europe

2. The alliance would act as a deterrence 

to war

3. Triple Alliance

a. Germany

b. Austria-Hungary

c. Italy



3. The Triple Entente

a. Russia

b. France

c. British Empire



5. By 1914, many countries in the   

world were part of the two 

alliances



Royal Connections

King George V

Kaiser Wilhelm II

King and Kaiser



III. Imperialism

1. The domination of a superior over an inferior nation

a. Military

b. Economy

c. Religion

d. Political

2. By 1914 the European powers went out and conquered the 
world because they thought they were superior to other 
nations 



3. By 1900, Great Britain ruled 1/5 

of the land mass on earth

4. It led to a scramble for 

colonies when Kaiser Wilhelm II 

of Germany added their 

desire for colonies





IV. Nationalism

1. Great pride in your 

country

2. Wanting an 

independent 

country



Land of Hope and Glory, 

mother of the free...

God who made thee mighty, 

make thee mightier yet.

The words of Land of Hope and Glory, written by the English 
composer Elgar and sung by British people at the Prom concerts 
every year.

Germany, Germany above all,

over everything in the world,

When it steadfastly holds together,

offensively and defensively.

The words of the German national anthem, Deutschland uber Alles



Clemenceau (France)

Lloyd George (Great Britain)

Woodrow Wilson (USA)

Robert Borden (Canada)

Czar Nicholas II (Russia)



Which do you think is the most 

important?

 Which of the MAIN points do you 

think will be the most important in 

WWI and why?

 Explain your answer in 4-5 

sentences.


